
Wt StomaclTTrouffl? 


T . •• • 1 '-V r alarms a;. ti.puiarjonv »bmpt . hanccs 

0( preventions and e • nf dnonra have ,,,dc it 
ruin rh;u m-i* ‘thtnj; b -musly wrong u ;h the 
.stomach on ui t .,h -K- Sovir - k. , . 

vuth Soviet agneu r-.rc since Stalin' s death, the 
abscrpypii of qiuntii ofArrmtw. Danish and Dutch 
foodstuffs by an K,i, * lllr unaauvtnmcd to 

such external supp’-s ha, ni^hr the world's eve (for a 
time Russia was the ' rd largest imp. ter of meat and 
dairy produce;; and - Unking o' \, r Malenkov’s 
agricultural sms " to hi deposition, followed hy the 
ois missal nf ministers concerned with t <*\1 and farmioe 
has heightened the sense of Mmi. Against this back- 
ground, the orders which M Khrushchev issued last 
w«k for the decentralising of agricultural planning have 
oem mterprered in some quarter s as a prelude ro. f‘/C 


wrr. up of the whole Sn- , v *tem 
hrn'-ux 

I'mfoubtedJy /he country*.! ,« a ,| W ;i< 
\^hilich heel of (he Soviet r-c ’,<• *, 

-1' vulnerable as some • nKv ; . lf , 
*' " ' s 3 peculiarly f-iKcrrassin, . -^kness f. 
’•'•••h seeks nor only compt- t: mdcpcnA 
pitalist ’’ supplies but aJu he allcgum*.- 
tabulations in backward ‘■OMritrics. Sovir 
1 i! uf course, cite extern-.; tg circuim»v. 

^ d war and rwo world '• rs. they miph* 
i' he an achievement rh.*t he number i 
not much lower than jj 1913, and ‘ ; \ 
fix credit side the in r--vd proper-... of 
'fal grain output and g/ea: incrcav-v ;n - 
.„joi beet. TTv.V — 
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that collective farming has fulfilled its essential task*, 
it hj?. made it possible to extract from the countryside 
enough supplies for the industrialisation of the towns. 

It can safely be assumed that nothing is further from 
the mind of the Soviet leaders than to admit the hank- 
rupee)* of planned collective farming, for that is an 
inherent part of tbc Soviet system, and to fenison it 
would amount (0 admitting the bankruptcy of the system 
as a whole. The kolkhij? cannot be so easily uprooted 
from the Russian landscape. The present measures 
represent not the dismantling of a biokea-down 
machine, but an arcempt to lubricare and keep in motion 
a machine that is groaning with the strain of its effort. 
Moscow no longer tries ro deny that the machine is 
inefficient. Soviet leaders have lately been crying on 
the rooftops that agricultural supplies are failing t* 
match up either to growing demand or to the planners' 
expectation* fulling even to correspond to wh .t has been 
invested in the a c* ‘cultural sector. AniJc after article 
rn Praia JcnoLi.es the "intolerable situation M in 
stare farms, in fodder output and in stnekbreedmg, 
reveaimg countless errors and failures in both produc- 
tion *od di stribution 

j The planners’ problem is not merely to feed a rising 

population but specifically to ensure food for the mush- 
rooming towns. Russia’s rural population has remained 
^ roughly unchanged since 1913 at about 120 million 
| -v people. But during the quarter century of the planned 

the urban population has risen by 50 million, and 
Jtahe last five years alone by 17 million, of whom nine 
<V^^^dljS^cpn:^nt the influx from the countryside. And 
who has come to town is not only, in 
s words, '* a food producer turned food con- 
» also apt to demand a richer and more 
The promises m;vde bv Stalin’s heirs in 
U have whetted his appetite, and the relatively bigger 

vents of recent years have also added to the 
1 tnftotionary strain. 


W" The countryside has also been a headache for Soviet 
if leaders in more than a strictly economic sense. Its life 
f 4$ well as its production cannot be controlled, planned 
and ruled as can be done in the towns. Ir was 00 
, -dent that Stalin, in 'his last pamphlet, dwelt on the 
rd to eliminate the difference between “collective ” 

; :,rperty in the country and state ownership in the 
wtc. The avowed aim is to bridge the gap, to uproot 
;he remnants of private property and transform the 
peasants — now collective farmers — into agricultural 
workers. A step was taken in this direction, under 
Khrushchev’s own guidance, in 1950 when some 
: <0,000 collective farms were amalgamated into 93,000 
b;gcr units. In face of peasant resistance, however, the 
regime did not dare to proceed any further along die 
road towards “agro-towns.” f‘ .c - 

Thus Stalin's successors were left with TdwaLttifc 
They bad to step up food supplies for the rtw'fla npWbf. 
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they were abo determined in the tong run to transform 
the countryside and b ghiyn their control over it. 
Popular pressure, encouraged by the pledges made to 
the consumer by the new regime, rendered rhe first 
task so urgent that the second bad to be pushed tem- 
porarily into tbc background. Id the second half of 
1953 Russia's new leaden admirted opcnlv that (he «-ratc 
of Soviet livestock was poor, and that dairy produce, 
meat, and even vegetable* and potatoes wrre in short 
supply. Stalin's method of v oping with such 2 siruahoo 
and extracting surpluses /tot d the countryside was 10 
burden it with taxes and of^r low prices. In .heir 
urgent need, his heirs applies *he opposite remedv; 
thr* granted tax rclrcis, roducee 'mpulsocy delioenes 
and paid higher prices. Soon iherward*. Khrushchev 
exploded another mvrh. that of S self-sufficiency 
in graio. He insisted that tbe err-p of coarse grams in 
porrcular would have rn be grri/iv increased if his 
ambitious plans for live*Ns:k breeding were to be 
ful led, and "voluntoer*” were *enf to “conquer 
lain in cold and distant Karakhcm and S beria, with 
sir: orders to cer some 30 million tons of g r on within 

a feu years. 


At the beginning of this year, on the eve of 
.Vial'-ukov’s sensational fall, these new policies had had 
little time to mature and the results were still very 
meagre. A slight improvement was claimed for live- 
tftt.it, while additional grain from the reclaimed land 
w ai barely sufficient to compensate for bad weather in 
oriter regions. As yet op great achievements can be 
* ; a tried for the policy of mcetidves! Imports bad to be c 
^•i.'imied and stocks run down still further ; yet even 
?' u did not prove enough to counteract the inflationary 
P*t*sure resulting from price cots. Tbe stM&fjjp- 
rh« classical one: shortages of meat and, 
queues, and mounting discontent Khni thrii 
interrenuon must be seen sgainst this ba ckgrtnit^h; ^ , 

new formula, borro w ed from American 
«pparently without much consideration foe . ■ 

^xher differences, is a gigantic^ and big^Ff . 
expansion of mai cultivation for. fodder. Bofctbe 
policy of incenrivt M the drive eaaptard art?m;be 
ktmtinued as well ^ 

Simultaneously KhruahAer announced • aew oott- 
<.^s<:ioa which is elaborated in the decree published last 
week. Local authorities and individual cnUectrve farms 
arc promised a little more elbow room. Tbe^ ^central 
authorities will continue to determine regional contri- 
butions and each farm will still be faced with its 
minimum quota, but both farm tad district ^ trill have a 
greater say in planning and mil mod to benefit more if 
they overfulfil their casks, ft would be naive, however, 
to bail ,rhia .measure at < • major abandonment of 
centralised planning. It is significant that Khnabchev 
annowaft^ id t^sarflfe^aae that control over ddiVerie* . 
oywipniffie nunccor 


